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| is rare to find 2 client with a

simple request.
Lsually a commission
comeas bound wilh complicat-

ad requirerments, special drawy-

ers for particular things, shelves

of a cartain distance, minimum

and maximum heights ana

nreferred forms of decoration.,
Colour, shape, sty

maost cases predetermined, It

2 are, in
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was a joy then, when a fairly
weealthy couple asked me to
nake them a tood cupboard.
[hey nad some parameters
worked cut, but the ones iIn
regard to choice of wood, style
af furniture and decoration
they left to my judgement,
Mot a totally free hand
then, but some interesting

conditicns to work with. |
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and having only the roughest
notion of what they had in

mind.
promised sketcn,

e i el LAty Bl
narticular details.

It arrived quickly, and ca

iy
i

"|.'-J‘-.-'i|'|-;| AT -:_J:_] a rouan |_1l._||.'.t.|-

walted eagerly for thel:

ith its mor

ne

as a pleasant surprise. [t wasn

a nicture of what my clients
i]-;1|‘.t'-:i It

wanlted (at leasl



wasntl, | took it to be a draw-
INg of the space their pro-
posed cupboard shoula occu-
py, and the positions and sizes
of the shelves they hopad
could hang inside it,

With it came some more
particular points for me to
Bear in minc:

It was to store tinned and
boxed food, and as much of it
as possiole.

There was to be a hanging
spice rack, and one drawer
shoula have partitions for cut
IE"'.-'I

astly, it was destined to
stand in the dining rcom (nol
the kitchen), and so il had to
ook poisec — elegant pel
|'r.'|:'f R

They also sent a plan and
several photegraphs of the
dining room. |t was a small
chamber, brigntly lit, with quite
a high ceiling anc a |.'||-':,£-': WIN
gow, When the cupboard was
n place, natural light would
shine across its face, and its far
end closest to the wincow
would be about a fool away
from the end wall,

I addition. | was reminded
that the chief cook was only
five foot tall, and could | bear
that in mind when siting the
spice rack? Liz dicin't want to
climb a ladder to reach the

SPICES,

Lesign

When designing such a large
piece of furniture, cne can lake
several approaches. One can
make it look: large, command
ing and heavy, solld, weighty
and cumlbersome, or one

try something a lit-
tle more difficult to achieve;
and that is to make the mon-
ster dance, In such a smal
reom, the latter approach is
the best,

When it is finished and in
PCSItion, yau do Not want visi-
tors to react with surprise and
ask themselves “what is that
greal thing claing in hered” or
mutter rather dominates the
room.” By making it dance |
mean that it should show a
ightness and balance and 1o
echieve this you have 1o pay
gttention 1o the verticals.

It has 1o have graceful legs, |
drew these in, -"|“|r':|:"'-'-'.i"|-'__l a COLI-
ple of very common French
designs. A dancing fool does
not stand [lat on the foocr, A

t..'rl\.'-l- I'\'._"I 1{..”..'] | l,l I..“-"'I! 1'J "'l} |.-! ..:I i-.l

coultl evel

straight foot ook immensely
solicd and immobile; but they
are vary strong. A cabriole
shape has lift, but it is relatively
weak,. To see what | mean,
compare the three designs
and the effect of the different
leet on each,

It miaht be valid to point
oul that in a small rcom, no
one is going to see the feet,
but in this case this was nat so.
Ihe floor is tiled, and <lear, and
a three quarter view cf the
cupbeoard is the first thing one
sees entering the room, Al
2ast one front anc one Dack
eq would be visiple,

If vou are gealing with
shaped legs, the next thing is
to pay attention o the bottom
rail which connects them. A it
e piece of decoration here
can emphasise the sense of
movement. | he decoration
can be carved into the rail, or
merely cut out from its bot-
(O,

[he French are masters of
this, have a look at some of
their 19th century bullets ana
armoires,

With this food cupboard
there was so much width, that
the outline and decoration
had to be considerea with
some care, Too fussy, and the
sense of lightrness would be
lost, too little, and the legs
would have to be longer to
achieve the desired lightness
and grace, and this woulz have
Ccost sTOras |-:_- ’:.F:};_ii'_'ﬁ:",

A simple frieze sawn at the
front and the suggestion of a
frieze at the sides was all
decided, that was necessary.

Once the lrieze and lags
were roughed oul on the
paper, il was only a matier or a
feww minutes o draw in the
rest of The detail, leaving as
much as possible at this stage
to my imaginaticn, and the
imagination of the client, It is
amazing what a few lines can
do — or ratherwhat the brain
does when presentad with a
few lines.

Lising squared paper, |
quickly dashed aolf a penci
sketch of my proposal. L
showed three long doors
above, and three short doors
Baerneath a row of Three draw-
ars.

With each door | sketched
in a different rorm of moulding
decoration. | used a thick 4k
rencil, and only by careful

scrutiny of the squared paper,
and by much subsequent
hardening up of the line is it
possible to define what has
been suggested,

From this point, it was clear
that in the lewer half there
wollld be some wasted space,
A high rail ar the floor of a cup
board makes taking things in
and out difficult.

| decided to make the foor
level with the 1op of the bot-
torn rail. This resulted in a sig-
nificant loss of not very uselul
space. At the top | decided 1o
oring the cornice cown ovel

the top rail by several inches,
thus reducing the wastage
here, From the drawing it was
abvious that this had 1o be
made in two pieces. The origi-
nal drawing | had been sent
showed a narrow shell at the
top of the lower unit,

| decided that this would
be anly of symbolic signifi-
cance, as whatever was efl on
the shelf would have to he
removed before the doors
could be opened.

The clients were pleased
with whal they think they saw
in the rouah, and it came back
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Before gluing up, | marked and cut the legs

Above the foot, the entire upper part of the
corner of the leg was rounded off

Once glued, | immediately fitted the 18mm
plywood floor to give it rigidity

with orecious few alteraticns.
One significant request was
inserted here which addea to
my problems, but clarified a
segment of their criginal
drawing

The male of the species
wanted his family crest embla-
2oned on the le.||':-|“:(]r‘;:'rl, nis
wita didn't. | decided ta hide it
on the top end panel facing
the wall where someone one
day might chance upon it, and
where he could gaze upon il

when he chose.,

| decided to make the cupr
board from cedar — itis a
beautiful wiood, quick 1o work,
aasy to cut, easy to join, and
stable, It also smells wonderful,
possibly an advantage in a
food cupboard,

The hard work

So much for the theoretica
and aesthetic. There comes a
time when one rells up the

sleeves.
-irst, a trip 1o the wood
varcl, Here, | badly underesti-

mated the amount of wood |
could carry on the roof of my
car, It is quite a low slung
beast, with mud flaps which
scrape sleeping pelicemen off
the road, but by the time | had
loaded half of mv purchase of
sweet smelling beautiful cedar
anto the roof, the car was
beginning Lo sag into the
rmut.

| rmacle twio trips each with
a centre of gravily aboul a
metre and a half above the
engine block .

We swayed round corners,
accelerated with great care
and with eyes fixed in the rear
mirror for falling logs. | dared
not touch the brakes. Lesson:
wood vards (to the carpenter)
are bewitching places. You
always end up buying more
wwood than you strictly need.
Bring a van or trailer,

After cutting, painting
white, ana marking up a suit-
ably long measuring stick (|
had none in the workshop
long enough), | commenced

the long slow tasks of cutting,
squaring and jeinting the
wood for the two frameworks.
Cedar is wonderful wood to
work, but even with such a fine
wood, and very sharp tools,
this took guite a time, but alter
a while the framewaork sections
were complete, and the panels
macle up. Before gluing ug, |
marked and cut the legs.
Thess were marked on
adjacent facas, and cut with a
band saw, The first cut is
stopped before the waste falls
away and with it your marks.
Instead, the loosened part 1S
strapped back with tape,
which permits the second side
to be cut, The curves were
“leaned with a chisel and
sandpaper, finishing with a
scraper. The small amount of
carving al the very foot was
then done, removing only the
absclute minimum of wood
necessary to achieve the shad-
ow. This ungercut section was
later painted black to accentu-
ate the snadow, and make the

leg appear Lo be perched on
Its painlt.

Above the foot, the entire
upper part of the corner of the
leg was rounded off, This was
done with a chisel and flinished
with a block plane and sand-
paper supported by a curved
block.

Cnce tne legs were fin-
ished, the panels were inserted
into the frames, and the lower
section was gluead and
clamped in separate, carefully
controlled stages. Cnce alued,
immediately fitted the 18mm
phywood floor to give it rigici-
ty.

il 18] section
[he top section was a simpler
re-run of the lower. There
being no lower rail, this was
initially a more fragile affair, bul
as scon as the shelves and top
were slid into position, it
became sturdier,

After fitting out the lowel
section to support the drawers
and the top | made the doors,

| ran off the mouldings and cut the panel groove with the spindle
moulder, and then cut the joints

When the door frames were properly jointed with through tenons, |

chopped out the panel groove in its lower edge
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Step-by-step...

A sharp axe is probably no slower than using a
hand held planer, and much quieter

| have some very narrow chisels for cutting

the slots for the hinges

The cornice is very deep, and is well supported by

a wide quarter inch birch bracket at each corner

Because the door is rebated
d sits proud of the frame-
work, the | .ir'.f'-# Haos which are
inserred into the timber of the
|£ Or have to extenad 'JL_"V-':I:'LJ

ol have a suffi
-t'i-:-r'- b e "L"h-:*.r.'zu_,tr:_- in the stile
where a single screw secures

them.

With the exception of the top
rails for each drawer, | ran off
the l,’:'iii'u'-L and cut the
panegt groc with the _;‘.lll|f1|“
Mol I!.|!--I_:Il-f! .F‘u:-l cul Lthe
ioints. When the door [rames
were properly jointed with
througn tenans, | removed
each | F-HI sawved the arched
curve, carved the moulding
wilh ;r;_:| 1f .-; riate chisels and SOt
qouges '-'|-'|-'i chopped oul the Cutting the slots for the hinges
panel groove in its lower edge was a bother. | have some very
narrowe chisels
v Aaned for this work,
| . L'.-'"-."l'I.F':_ h nave to
be supported
by plates which
protect the wood from bruis-
ing, but | had for some reason
stupidly thrown away my
edges on the back. Before trim meral slot template, which
" ||'|--l.;| vielt a nhano planeg, | sed rhe nast e r__L:|['|l| el to the
stile, and drilled through, using
the narrow drill Bit to remove
the bulk r'ﬁf the waste [which il
olaner, and much quieter, does very guickly). | will make a
Miewy 1-._***-r;_*.~l.-_-r & before | cur any

F:SHOTS

As with the side and back,
are flat in
front, and bevelled al the

the door panels

a sharp little axe to remove
most of the waste, Probably no

slower than using a hand held

Fach door is hu ng wiTh a
pair of mild steel back 1.|-'-I|~"! IMera. Suc

hinges, The cornice i< very deep,

and is well supported by a
wide gquarter inch birch brack-
&l al eacn corner,

Some blocking was
required prior te carving the
corners 1o allow the cornice 1o
follow the curves at the out-
side front corners of the top
section,

his part was carved Iw
hand, the rest was worked ¢
the spindle moulder,

Rather than fit cutlery sec
Tions to one of the drawers, |
Jdecicea to make a small cut-
lery tray, which would fit in the
dravver, but
IE took g little longer, but the
rasull is more versatile and
easier [0 clean. The spice rack
was another little bit of fun,

I g s O One GO, which

opens out and faces the
Kitchen.

From the aesthetic point of
view, | would have preferred it
to hang at the top of the door,
but for reasons | have men-
tioned earlier, it had 1o go at
the boltom.in retrospect, it |

cauld be lifted oul,

quite unnecessary to fit a little
lid to the spice rack.

Al the time, | liked the
design, but now it looks tc me
a bit like a bird box,

Finishing
I'he cupboard is finished with
three coats of traditional ol
pased yacht varnish, the [lirst
applied dilute. Alter rubbing
cdown and wiping off, | fal
lowed with several applica
tions of shellac, by rubber. Cn
top of this, | painted the impor-
tant crest, and sealed it wilh
one further rubber of shellac.

[he whole thing was waxed
the next day, the same day as
the carrier came 1o take it .
AWy,

he finisned shats are the

photographs | can manage. My
workshop is 25'long and 12°
"-"'}ﬂ"! nave been sent some

ther fuzzy images of the cup-
poard in place Lh._*- clients
are delighted — but only a fish
eve lens will truly capture it in
that rcom!

Some blocking was required to allow the cornice to follow
the curves

The spice rack was another little
bit of fun

| painted the important crest and sealed it
with one further rubber of shellac
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Section plan of back
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